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WANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Wanborough Parish Council held on Monday 23rd April  

2012 at Wanborough Village Hall, High Street, Wanborough at 19.30. 

 

PRESENT:  Mr G Sumner, Mr A Bennett, Mr R Biggs, Mr C Hayes, Mr D Hayward, 

Mr C Offer, Mrs S Daltrey, Mr W J Smith, Mr B Suter, Mr R Whitfield. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs H Craven-Jones (Clerk).  

 

1 Apologies: No apologies received.   

Gary Sumner confirmed that Kate Pearson has resigned and that we will be 

advertising the vacancy in due course. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest:   

Mr C Hayes and Mr D Hayward declared a personal interest in agenda item 6.2, 

Footpaths, Village Maintenance and Allotments, if any discussion were to take place 

relating to the allotments, as they rent an allotment.  Bob Biggs declared a personal 

interest in agenda item 5.3 Planning Applications to be decided under Appeal; 

S/12/0061/RM – Land at Callas Hill, Wanborough. 

 
3. Minutes:  

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 26th March 2012 had been circulated to 

all Parish Councillors.   
 

Adye Goodenough attended the meeting in order to speak to the Parish 

Council about the progress of the Wilts and Berks canal route and it being 

used as a flood drain for the Eastern Villages.  He is extremely concerned that 

Planners have forgotten why a canal is required; that is, to help with the 

flooding problems in South Marston, Wanborough and the new Eastern 

Villages.  Wanborough Parish Council confirmed that they are supportive of 

the idea, but do not think that this is likely to happen soon.  Jo Bains at Great 

Moorleaze Farm was greatly affected by the flooding and Adye Goodenough is 

going to contact her for further help and information. 
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4.   Report from Ward Councillor:   
Many Departments at Swindon Borough Council are busy preparing for the 
forthcoming Council elections taking place on 3rd May 2012. 
 
Andrew Bennett mentioned that a Locality meeting may be held in Wanborough on 
18th October 2012, although the Clerk has not been informed of this date as of yet. 

5. PLANNING:  

5.1 To consider Planning Applications received:  

S/12/0134/ROBI (Revised plans) – Erection of a garage and annexe – Kings Lane 
Farm, Kite Hill, Wanborough, Swindon, SN4 0AW  

Wanborough Parish Council objected to this application and submitted the following 
comments to Swindon Borough Council:  

• There are concerns that if this application is successful there will be three 
dwellings on site and only one paying council tax, no contributions to the local 
facilities (all will have access to the school, play areas, sports facilities, 
footpaths, clubs etc ) and no improvement to visibility on entering the Highway 
with three dwellings using the single track access road   

• The Parish Council understand that Highways had not considered the number 
of dwellings using the road access was already two – can this please be 
brought to their attention  

• The applicant also makes reference to the property not being in the ‘flood 
zone’ as defined by the Environment Agency. Properties adjoining the site 
were flooded in 2007 & 2008 and the same criteria given to any other new 
dwellings should be used for this application 

• By adding each additional dwelling as an ‘annexe’ the applicant is developing 
the site without the same criteria used for a new home in this location and the 
same potential will therefore exist for the other permitted buildings (new barn 
and stables) to be later converted in a similar fashion  

• There is additionally a concern if 3 dwellings and vehicular access to stables 
and barn all cross a public footpath 

• Wanborough Parish Council have requested that the application is referred to 
Planning committee taking into account our concerns and if any consent is 
granted that the ‘annexe’ may only be used by members of the applicants 
family and that account is taken of our concern about the pressure on facilities 
and a Section 106 contribution is sought by SBC or offered by the applicant.  

S/12/0512/EDSN – Erection of a detached double garage to front – Beacon Down 
House, Ham Road, Liddington, Swindon, SN4 0HH 
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Wanborough Parish Council do object to this application and have submitted the 
following comments to Swindon Borough Council: 
 

• The Parish Council believe that the correct address is “Wanborough” as 
opposed to Liddington.  If this is the case, can it please be amended 

• The Parish Council object to construction forward of the existing building line 

• The proposed dwelling would be in an AONB. The Parish Council believe the 
building would be out of character with other buildings in the area and object 
to the visibility of the building in an AONB.  The proposed dwelling should be 
sunken into the landscape so that it is not visible; a hedge has recently been 
removed which would  make the proposed dwelling highly noticeable 

S/12/0519/JABU – Erection of a single storey rear and first floor side extension, with 
alterations to the roof – 25 Springlines, Wanborough, SN4 0ES – No objections.  
 
S/12/0574/KICO – Erection of a two storey side and rear extension – 1 Chapel 
Orchard, Wanborough, SN4 0BA – No objections. 
 
5.2 To notify the Schedule to the Permission/Consent received:  
S/12/0270/ROBI – Erection of a single storey side extension and swimming pool to 
rear.  Amendment to planning permission – S/11/0984 – The Chestnuts, High Street, 
Wanborough, SN4 0AE 
 
5.3  Planning Applications to be decided under Appeal:  
S/12/0061/RM – Erection of a replacement workshop/store building – Land at Callas 
Hill, Wanborough – Any further comments to be submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate by 2nd May 2012. 
 

6. COMMITTEE AND REPRESENTATIVES:   

6.1 Hooper’s Field and Recreation:  
A Hooper’s Field Management Committee meeting was held on 2nd April.  Dave 

Roberts from the Parish Plan attended the meeting in order to give an update on the 

sporting facilities residents would like to have in the Village in the future. Parish Plan 

identifies sport as an important part of future developments within the village.  A 

multi-use facility is validated by many of the requests outlined in the questionnaires 

sent out to residents. Hooper’s Field Management Committee recognises the 

importance of providing a diverse range of activities, however, it is felt that priority 

will need to be given to football in order to raise sufficient funds on an annual basis 

to support minority usage in other activities.  It is also recognised that some room for 

manoeuvre could be needed in order to obtain grants, which are more likely to come 

from the football foundation or lottery funding.  The feedback data from the village 
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survey supported the view that football, tennis and the Pavilion are well used in the 

village, but cricket and, in particular bowls are not as well supported. Hopefully, 

cricket will see a substantial increase in user activity from the new junior section 

starting this year.  

 

Colin Offer stated that at this stage the Woodland Trust are not happy to release the 

land at Hooper’s Field for development of a MUGA.  Colin is still in discussions with 

the Woodland Trust.   

 

Colin thanked all those members of the Parish Council who helped with the Village 

Clean Up in April.  Whilst doing the Clean Up at Hooper’s Field, it was noted that 

some goalposts have been thrown in the ditch.  The Clerk will ask the Village 

Lengthsman to remove these. 

 

There are still some big holes in the gravel drive at Hooper’s Field which need to be 

filled; the Clerk is to remind the Village Lengthsman about this. 

 

Alot of cars are parking near to the circular flower bed area at Hooper’s Field.  The 

Clerk is to send an e-mail to all Clubs about this, as there is more than sufficient 

parking at Hooper’s Field.  

 

Following the recent hosepipe ban, Thames Water have confirmed by e-mail that the 

Bowls Club and Cricket Club can continue to use hosepipes.  

  

The Clerk received an e-mail from a resident regarding the poor state of the pond at 

Hooper’s Field.  The rubbish will be removed by the Village Lengthsman and some 

advice from the WWT will also be obtained.  It was acknowledged that the Parish 

Council may have some funds which would enable any maintenance work to be 

done. 

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would like 1 tennis court to be available for 

general use for residents within the Village. The Clerk has been asked to contact the 

Tennis Club about this – they would need to consider ways of access and a way of 

managing bookings, etc.  But the Parish Council agree that this facility should be 

made available. 
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6.2 Footpaths, Village Maintenance and Allotments:    

 
There is a deep hole at the corner of the Foxhill bus stop.  The Clerk is to report this 
to the Street Works Team.   
 
Wanborough Road is still in a very state of repair.  This has been raised by the Clerk 
and Gary Sumner. Swindon Borough Council have confirmed that the potholes are 
not deep enough for the whole road to be re-surfaced.  This will continue to be raised 
as an issue with Swindon Borough Council.   
 
Swindon Borough Council forgot to tarmac around a drain they re-set in Badgers 
Close, so the Clerk is to ask them to do this as soon as possible.  
 
Ham Road is also in a poor state on both sides and also needs some repair work 
done, The Clerk will raise this matter with the Street Works Team. 
 
An Allotment Inspection will be carried out in June, following the next Allotments 
meeting.  This is due to take place on Monday 11th June 2012. 
 

The grass area beyond the car-park at Church Meadow is in need of a cut.  The 

Clerk is to speak to the Village Lengthsman about this. 

  

6.3 Wanborough Village Hall Management Committee:   

The Scarecrow Trail starts on Saturday 28th April until Sunday 13th May.  The May 
Day Fayre is being held on Monday 7th May at the Lower Rec. 
 

6.4 Planning and Finance:   

No update. 
 
6.5 Civil Protection Emergency Group:  
Bob Biggs and Dave Hayward are to meet with Sam Weller from Swindon Borough 
Council following the elections at the beginning of May.  The completed emergency 
plan questionnaires have been returned to the Clerk and she is going to 
acknowledge each one, confirming that the Parish Council will be back in touch at a 
later date. 
 

7   FINANCE 
 
7.1  Financial Statement:    
The monthly financial statement was circulated.  It was proposed by Mr C Hayes and 

seconded by Mr C Offer that “The Financial Statement be accepted, the payment of 
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accounts be endorsed and the bills for payment be accepted and paid, the petty 

cash expenditure for April 2012 be endorsed and the transfers to cover April 2012 

expenditure be approved.” 

 

7.2   Monthly Cash Flow Statement:  

The monthly cash flow statement was circulated.  It was proposed by Mr C Hayes 

and seconded by Mr B Suter that the Statement be accepted.   

 

  

8. OTHERS 
 

8.1 Transport:   

Bob Biggs has been informed that there are going to be cuts in the Rural Transport 

budget, which will mean that some bus routes within the Village may need to be cut 

back due to Section 106 money running out.  He is going to obtain some further 

information about this. 

 

8.2 Wiltshire Association of Local Councils:   

No update. 

 

 

8.3 Corporate Governance Review:   

This is due to take place in June. 

 

8.4  Grants:   

No update. 

 

8.5 Flooding:  

A letter is going to be sent to Thames Water this week to requesting an update on 

work they should have carried out following the action points set at the flood 

meetings in July and November 2011.  The letter is going to be sent to the Chief 

Executive of Thames Water and copied to Robert Buckland. 

 

Minutes from previous flood meetings can be found on the Parish Council website. 

 

8.6 Eastern Villages Working Party:    

We are still waiting to hear from Sam Howell at Swindon Borough Council with a 
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proposed date for the next meeting. 

8.7  Annual Assembly: 

The Annual Assembly is being held on 14th May 2012.  Rory Draper has confirmed 

he will attend and provide an update on policing issues over the last 12 months.  

Robert Buckland, Conservative MP for South Swindon is unable to attend. 

 

9.   CORRESPONDENCE:   
 
ITEM 2 – E-mail from Martin Savage, re. poor state of  the pond at Hooper’s Field 
 
ITEM 3 – E-mail from Thames Water re. bowling green/cricket pitch at Hooper’s 
Field 
 
ITEM 4 – AGM of CPRE on Wednesday 16th May, 6.00pm at Derry Hill Village Hall 
 
ITEM 5 – School Admission Arrangements for 2013/2014 – Available to view at 
Swindon.gov.uk – E-mailed PC with the link on 18/4/12 
 
ITEM 7 – Post Opening Project Evaluation – A419 Commonhead Junction – Have 
until the end of April to send our response 
 
ITEM 12 - E-mail from Claire Towler – Concerns regarding proposed Eastern 
Villages.  Have forwarded e-mail on to Head of Planning at SBC 
 
ITEM 14 – Summer Breeze Festival – To be held on 14th/15th July 2012 at Warren 
Farm , Liddington 
 
ITEM 15 – Letter from SBC – Olympics – Road works embargos 
 
The meeting closed at 21.30.  

Date of next meeting is Monday 28th May 2012, 7.30pm  

at Wanborough Village Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


